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Introduction 
 

Sri Lanka is a land like no other, with multitude of places to see. If you are over 18 and has not seen 

these places, then there is no time to lose. If you have children under 18 still there is no time to lose. 

Show them these cultural gems before they leave the nest to roam the wide geographical and social 

world on their own. Your country deserves the duty and your Lankan born children are entitled to the 

privilege. 

 

This document is a rough note and not a publication. Distances are as of the original writings and 

not converted to metric. Of course it is incomplete. All information in this are already in the public 

domain. 
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Anuradhapura and surrounding area 

Sri maha bodi  
After Buddhism was established in Sri Lanka in the reign of King Devanampiyatissa, the king sent en 

emissary to King Asoka in Pataliputra, India to send a sapling of the Bo tree under which lord Buddha 

attained nirvana. Accordingly the nun Sangamitta arrived at the port of Jambukola at the mouth of the 

river Aravi Aru, south of present day Mannar. With much ceremony it was transported to the capital 

Anuradhapura and set the the gardens of Mahamevna where it is present to date. Several kings 

maintained the gardens and built ornamental gates and fencing. After the decline of Anuradhapura the 

area was overtaken by the forests. Nevertheless the inhabitants of the surrounding villages protected the 

tree from the wild animals by lighting fires at night. According to legend, the firewood for the whole 

year was collected and brought in procession (daramiti perahera) on one poya day in July (Nikini poya). 

Thus this poya came to be called “daramiti poya”. 

The importance of this tree lies in the fact that it is considered most venerable by the Buddhist as well 

as it is the oldest tree recorded in history. Sri maha bodhi can be only be approached on foot from the 

east across the Malvatu oya, from the south entrance near the Mirisaveti dagoba or from the north 

passing Ruvanweliseya. 

 

Brazen palace 
Situated just north of the Sri Maha Bodhi is the remains of a once grand abode of the monks. The only 

current remains are the 1600 pillars in 40 rows of 40 each, standing on its built up foundation. Originally 

the superstructure was built  in the time of King Dutugemunu, with wood and was nine stories tall. Each 

side to be a hundred cubits long. The roof was overlayed with bronze and hence the derivation of the 

name Lovamahapaya (Lova from lokada – bronze) and Brazen palace. 

A fire during the reign of King Saddhatissa (137 – 119 BC) destroyed it. It was rebuilt soon but only to 

a height of seven stories. The building existed in tact even by the 10th century only to be destroyed in 

the Chola invasions of the 11th century. The last known renovation was during the time of King 

Parakramabahu. Several ponds and other structures built at various eras are found in the vicinity. 

Lovamahapaya is one of the eight “Atamasthana” of the Anuradhapura pilgrims. It can be apporoached 

eith from the Sri Mahabodi or the Ruvanweliseya. 

  

Ruvanweliseya 
Probably the most popular dagoba in Sri Lanka, is situated north of the Sri Maha bodhi and south of the 



Thuparama. Built by King Dutugemunu who was not fortunate enough to see its completion. To give a 

completed impression, the king’s brother Saddhatissa covered the incomplete dagoba with white cloth 

while the sick Dutugemunu lay in his bed. Down the ages, this dagoba was renovated several times by 

different kings. As with most other places of interest, with the decline of Anuradhapura, this dagoba 

was engulfed by forest. In 1893 work of restoration was commenced under the leadership of Rev. 

Naranvita Sumanasara thero. 

 

The dagoba is 300 ft in diameter. The retaining wall of the courtyard contain a line of elephants. At 

each cardinal point is a Vahalkada. 

Jethawana 
At the time of its building it was the tallest brick structure in the world with an height of 400 feet 

according to the chronicles. As it lost parts of the pinnacle subsequently it now stands at 231 feet tall. 

The diameter of the base of the dagoba is 370 ft. the foundation also of brick being of 27 feet in 

thickness. 

 

Jethawana is the work of King Mahasena who initially destroyed many buildings belonging to the 

Mahavihara at the same location. Later upon reconciliation with the faith he built this dagoba. The 

original image house to the west of the dagoba is thought to have housed a large statue. The ground 

surrounding the dagoba was of a monastery by the same name. 

 

Mirisaweti 
This is the other major dagoba built by king Dutugemunu. It is situated south of the Ruvanweliseya and 

south west of the Sri Maha Bodhi. Smaller than the Ruvanweliseya. According to the Mahawamsa, this 

dagoba has been built over the sceptreof King dutugemunu. Around the dagoba, a monastery was 

founded. 

 

Gajabahu I enlarged this dagoba in later times. Now the base is 168 ft in diameter. Its height may have 

been 200 ft in ancient times. Although repeatedly altered over the centuries its basal terraces are 

considered one of the best preserved in the country. 

Abayagiri 
This large stupa was covered in scrub forest till the recent restorations. Story has it that this is sited at 

location of a previous hermitage of a Jain monk named Giri. Created by King Valagamba after returning 

to the throne 14 years after fleeing the invading Cholas. Twelve pirivenas were constructed around the 

dagoba. The ancient traveller Fa Hsien reports that this stupa is built over a foot print of the Buddha. 

 

Samadi 
Statue carved from dolomite marble stone, and of 2.21 m in height, depicting the Buddha in the seated 

position. It is thought to be the only remaining statue of a set of four statues placed around a bo tree. 

Although considered to be dating from the 4th or 5th century, it may belong to an earlier period. In 

ancient times a square building existed at this site. Each side of this building was of 42 ft in length. A 

few pillars seen here are of that building. 

 

This statue was discovered in 1886 fallen to the ground with its nose damaged. It was restored and 

erected to be damaged again in 1914. Samadi is one of the 8 places of worship for Buddhist pilgrim to 

Anuradhapura. The statue is considered one of the finest work of Sinhala stone craftsmanship. The 

reasons for its inclusion are 

 

Toluwila statue  
This lesser known statue is included in this book for many reasons. Probably it is the best example of 

ancient stone sculpture, even surpassing the more famous Samadi statue. The statue it self is now housed 



in the Colombo Museum. It was discovered in an image house at a site called Toluwila close to the 

Anuradhapura railway station. A dagoba has been constructed here. Place is sometimes called 

Nivattakacetiya, although Navattakacetiya is recorded as a site close to Kadamba Nadi which is the 

ancient name to Kala Oya. 

Kuttam 
Anuradhapura is dotted with many ponds of ancient times. Of these the most famous is the Kuttam 

pokuna, which literally means twin pond. Although so called, the two ponds are dissimilar in size and 

architectural detail. Till several decades back the ponds had been in a state of neglect until their 

restoration. 

 

Water for the ponds was first flow in to an enclosed area and enters the smaller of the two ponds through 

a head of a makara (dragon head/ gargoyle). From the smaller pond water flows in to the larger pond 

through a pipe of 5 in in diameter which is 9 feet below the level of the ground.  

 

During the restoration all the stones were found at site except the purnaghate stones. Only one of the 

six were found and that too was damaged. The others have been created out of cement. 

Isurumuniya and Vessagiriya 
 

Although the use of some of the caves with drip ledges within the rock dates back to the 3rd century BC, 

it was in king Devanampiyatissa who established the Isurumuni viharaya. At some stage this viharaya 

included the the area presently called Vessagiriya. 

 

The most famous work of art at this vihara is the sculptures rock slab of the “Isurumuniya lovers”. No 

firm identification has been made as to who the couple are. This and other precious works from the 6-

8th century are now housed in a museum at the premises. 

 

Other features of the vihara of interest are the pond by the side of the rock, elephants figures sculptured, 

the male figure seated in the royal pose (maharajaleela) and behind him the head of a horse. This is 

thought to be from the seventh century. 

 

Vessagiriya is a site very close to Isurumuniya and apparently derives it’s name from the fact that 500 

people from the Vashiya (Vessa) caste were ordained by Mahinda Thero and resided at this vihara. 

Caves here had been in use in earlier periods and some of the ruins date to later times up to 11th century. 

 

 

Thuparama 
 

First stupa or dagoba to be built in Sri Lanka. As such it was the only one at the time of its building and 

hence the name derived from temple (arama) with the thupa (stupa). 

 

A emmissary from Emporer Asoka in Pataliputra in India brought the right coller bone of the Buddha 

which was subsequently enshrined in this dagoba. When it was constructed during the time of King 

Devanampiyatissa it was in the shape of a paddy heap. Following its ruination in the 7th century it was 

renovated by King Agbo II. The current bell shape was given during its renovation in 1862 following 

yeas of neglect and encroachment by forest. 

 

The base has a diameter of 164 feet. The three rows of monolithic pillars are thought to have supported 

and outer wooden dome, commonly known as the vatadage. 

 

Several other interesting ruins are in the vicinity. The King’s palace may have been used by several 

including the last king of Anuradhapura Vijayabahu I. The temple of the tooth relic near by was 

originally used when the tooth relics were brought to Sri Lanka in the reign of Kitsirimevan (303-331 



AD). It was renovated by Dhatusena and improved by Agbo I and later rebuilt by Mahinda IV following 

its burning by the Cholas. Mahapali alms hall, the Gedige and the South gate of the city are nearby. 

 

How to get there – going north from Ruwanveliseya entrance and turning left or along the 

Basawakkulama will lead to the vicinity of Thuparama (do not confuse with Thuparama in 

Pollonnaruwa) 

 

Lankarama 
A smaller dagoba on a raised platform, has three concentric rows of pillars. The design being similar to 

that of Thuparama. The recent renovations has altered its past architectural features. It is now of the 

vvvvv shape. Built by King Valagamba, it was originally called Silasobbhakandaka. 

Mihintale 
Is important in several aspects. It is here that according to the believed legend where King 

Davanampiyatissa while on a hunting expedition , met Mahinda thero bringing with him the news of 

the Buddha and his philosophy. Prior to this the area was known as Missaka Pabbatha. 

 

Mihintale is a hill of 333m in height situated 8 km west of Anuradhapura. The complex consists of not 

less than five stupa as well as many others ruins of buildings.  

 

On the right of the flight of steps is the Kantakachetiya. This stupa was reclainmed from the forest in 

1934. Diameter of 425 feet. Thought to have been built prior to the first century BC possibly by King 

Suratissa. There is evidence that it was renovated by King Lajjatissa in the 1st century AD. The four 

wahalkada are preserved. 

 

At the summit which is traditionally thought to be the site of the meeting of Mahinda thero and the king, 

there is a stupa named ambalavasta, the only stupa in Sri Lanka which is of the same period as 

Thuparama, the oldest stupa (dagoba) in Sri Lanka. Originally built by King Makalantissa (45-21 BC). 

The house encircling the stupa (watadage) was built by King Kanitutissa (166-184 AD). These were 

renovated by King Gotabhaya (249-262 AD). 

 

The largest stupa is the Mahaseya built by King Mahanaga (7-12 AD). The covering forest was cleared 

by the then British government in 1890 and renovation sponsored by a Thai prince few years later. The 

base is 136 feet in diameter. 

 

The third on the summit is the Mihinduseya built by King Uttiya (207-179 BC).  This is mostly in ruins.  

 

In addition, there are ruins of an unnamed stupa to the east of the Thimbiri pokuna. Its base is of 88 feet 

in diameter. Although reclaimed from the forest in 1951, the author of this work has not been identified.  

 

There are ruins of an arama by the side of the Mihintale – Galkulama road which contains two small 

stupa. The larger one is called Indikatuseya of which the dome is now destroyed. Propably built around 

the eighth century. 

 

The other items of interest are the ruins of the hospital complete with the medicine boat and numerous 

ponds. 

 

Avukana 

Thanthirimale 
Legend has it that Sangamitta thero offered one of the eight off shoots of the sacred Bo sapling to a 

shrine on her journey to Anuradhapura. 

South of the mannar road. Significant from the bo-sapling legend. 



Dambulla area 

Dambulla 
 

Sri Lanka’s largest cave monastery. Earliest epigraphical evidence of its occupation indicate that by the 

2nd century BC the cave was dedicated to the monks. Legend says that the first shrine in this temple was 

built by King Valagamba in gratitude when he was retreating to escape the invading Chola forces. If 

fact the large wood statue in the second cave is claimed to be that of Valagamba. Another nearby statue 

may be of King Nissanka Malla. The third cave has a statue of King Kirthi Sri Rajasinghe. How ever 

the most important rock carving is that of the Buddha on the death bed (parinibbana manca). The vast 

rock ceiling and walls are covered by paintings. The paintings on its walls and roof date back from this 

period up to the 18th century AD. These no doubt have been touched up and painted over several times 

over the centuries. The top of the Dambulla rock contains a pool of water which according to legend 

never dries up. From this water drips down through the cracks in the rock. 

 

Sigiriya 
Sigiriya is a rock fortress of King Kashyapa, 180 m in height, situated south of Anuradhapura and north 

of Dambulla. Kashyapa was the son of a consort of the great king Dhatusena. Having rebelled against 

and then imprisoned and killed his father, he gained the throne in 477 AD. Mugalan, the younger brother 

and son of the king’s queen fled to India. Over 7 years Kashypa built the palace on top of the Sigiriya 

rock, the stairways, walls and moat. He then occupied it for another 11 years. When Mugalan returned 

with an army, Kashypa commited suicide after his own troops deserted him.  

The attraction to Sigiriya is many fold. The physical climb is exciting, the view from the different levels 

along the ascend are breath taking. It is famous for its frescoes which have withstood the elements for 

centuries.Viewing the famed frescos is a near mandatory event. Many would rest and recover at the 

level of the "Lion's paws" before the final climb along the narrow stairway. Need to spend some time 

on the top and imagine the life in the days of Kashyapa. It would be best to start off on the climb early 

before the rock has heated with the noon sun and remember to take adequate water. 

Pidurangala 

North of the Pidurangala rock, close to Sigiriya, are the ruins of an ancient dagoba, reminding us of 

its glorious days of King Kashyapa and before. (Matale district) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashyapa_I_of_Anuradhapura


Nalanda gedige 

 
Nalanda is claimed as being at the center of Sri Lanka. It is thought a fort was constructed here by King 

Parakramabahu I (1153-1186 AD) in his wars with regional incumbent rulers at the time. The British 

too after the conquest of the Kandyan kingdom and the suppression of the Matale rebellion built a fort 

here to consolidate its rule. The ruins at Nalanda are important in many respects. 

 

This building has been influenced by both Budhist and Hindu faiths as well as by the Mahayana as well 

as Therawada traditions of Budhism. It is the only building in Sri Lanka constructed in This is 

constructed in the Pallava architecture style popular during the period. The Pallava empire included the 

present day north Tamil Nadu and south Andra Pradesh in South India with the capital at Kanchipuram 

and Bahabalipuram.  

 

Thought to have been constructed some time between the 7th and 11th centuries. The original site 

remained covered by forest and soil till 1893 when clearing began and continued till 1911. Further 

restoration work was done in 1927-8 and some progress achieved by 1953. In the early 1980s with the 

impending inundation of the site by the newly constructed Bowatenna reservoir, the building was 

dismantled and carefully re-erected on higher ground where it stands today. 

 

The word gedige refers to an image house. Appearance of Nalanda gedige is similar to a Hindu temple 

complete with a mandapam or waiting hall which originally had a roof. The main image is that of an 

Buddha.  the southern section has a semi-circular niche containing in high relief a squat figure of 

Kuvera, the god of wealth, seated on a lotus plinth - an image that is only found in Sri Lanka. Carvings 

include erotic sculpture of Kajuravo influence, which are the only ones of its type in Sri Lanka. A stupa 

lies adjacent to the main building. All these ruins are considered parts of a large monastery which 

probably was of great importance at the time. 

 

East 

Trinco fort and Konneswaram 
 

 

The mouth of the Mahaweli river close to Trincomalee was a port during the centuries before Christ 

and was known as Gokanna.  King Panduwasdeva arriving from India landed at Gokanna in .It was a 

strategic location. King Parakramabahu fortified the locations near the river. In 1624 the Portuguese 



built a small fort after destroying the temple which was on the summit of Swami rock. Taken and 

abandoned by the Dutch in 1639 only to recapture it in 1675 and name it Fort Fedrick. The British 

captured it in 1795. Much of the walls still stand today.  

 

The fort has seen many an important guests. Duke of Wellington spent his Christmas dinner here in 

1800. After the surrender of Singapore, Trincomalee became the headquarters for the British South East 

Asia and Far East command. It was bombed by the Japanease on 9th April 1942, who never returned. 

 

The Koneswaran temple is situated on the top of a rock by the name of Swami rock on the seaward edge 

of the fort. Legend says that Lord Shiva once took abode here at “Tiru kona malai” to calm the seas. 

Thus it came to be considered as one of the five iswarams (pancha iswaram) even in the pre-Vijaya 

period. The name Koneswaram being 

derived from “Tiru-kona-iswaram”. 

Its existence and the influence of the 

Pallavas of South India is recorded 

from the time of King Manavanna 

(668-703 AD). The Chola and 

Pandyan kings continued to patronize 

this temple. When the Portuguese 

garrison under Constantine de Sa 

Noronha fortified Trincomalee in 

1624, they demolished the original 

temple said to be of a thousand pillars 

to the ground. Later another temple 

was re-built in the same vicinity 

which stands today. Much of the 

restoration took place after 1950.  

 

The seaward precipice is sometimes 

called “lover’s leap” due to the 

incident where a Dutch girl by the 

name of   Van R jumped to her death 

here being inconsolable when her 

lover sailed way. 

 

Seruwila 
The vihara here, also known as the Wilgam Vihara was built by King Kavantissa of Ruhuna to enshrine 

the forehead relics of the Buddha (Lalata dhatu). According to legend, when Lord Buddha visited 

Kelaniya for the third time, he visited Seruwila as well. With the decline of Anuradhapura and 

Pollonnaruwa, this area was engulfed by forests. Ven. Dombasare Sumedankara from the south found 

this temple with much difficulty in 1923 and was able to start the process of clearing and restoration. 

Seruwila can be reached by road from Kantale or more interestingly from Trincomalee by crossing the 

Kinniya bridge and then taking three ferries at Tamaravillu, Upparu and then Muttur and finally the 

road south to Seruwila 

 

 

  



Magul maha 
 

 

Situated in Lahugala, 

south of the Monaragala Pothuwil road. Historically may have been known as Ruhunu maha viharaya. 

It is believed that this vihara was built by King Dhatusena and later renovated by Queen Vihara maha 

devi the consort of Bhuvanekabahu IV. The stone pillar at the site giving this information is dated to 

the 14th century. The architectural feature bear resemblance to those at Anuradhapura. It may have got 

the present day name due to the legend of the marriage of King Kavantissa and Vihara maha devi taking 

place at this site. 

 

The complex includes a dagoba and an image house together with other buildings surrounded by walls. 

The moonstone is famed for being the only one in the country depicting the elephant complete with the 

riding mahout. 

 

Muhudu maha 
 

Situated on the beach of 

Pothuwil town. What is 

visible is only a part of a 

probably large complex 

which is now covered by sand 

dunes. Image house with 

three damaged standing 

statues as well as a dagoba are 

visible. A popular legend is 

that this vihara marks the site 

of the landing of Vihara maha 

devi rather than the more 

widely believed Kirinda. 



 

 

 

 

Hill country 

Dalada Maligawa 
 

H The tooth relics have been considered a palladium or the source of protection to the rulers of this 

country and placed in a higher position than the royal regalia. When lord Buddha was cremated, his left 

canine tooth was retrieved and taken to the kingdom of Kalinga (corresponding to present day Orissa 

state in India) where it was venerated for 800 years. With ongoing conflict and impending danger to the 

tooth relic, King Guhaseeva arranged Prince Danta and Princes Hememali to take the relics from the 

port Tamralipti near the Ganges to the port of Lankapatuna (near present day Trincomalee) in Sri Lanka. 

The reigning king in the island, Kithsirimevan reveived it with much veneration. 

 

The tooth relics moved as the capital of Sri Lanka moved and is intimately linked with the ruling history 

of the island. The royal palace in Kandy was first built by King Wickramabahu III (1357-1374). Many 

kings occupied the premises over time only to be damaged during wars and later renovated. By the time 

of the last king of Kandy – Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe, the palace complex consisted of several building 

spread over a large area. 

 

The tooth relic was first brought to the Kandy royal palace and placed in a newly build three storied 

shrine during the reign of King Vimaladarmasuriya (1592-1604). Several kings renovated and changed 

the structure of this shine over the years. Many kings, monks and the faithful are responsible for 

protecting the relics in times of civil wars and wars with colonial powers. This was often achieved by 

taking the relics away to be hidden in a safe place until peace returned. The relics finally returned to the 

palace after the 1818 Uva Wellassa freedom struggle under British Governor Brownrig. The 

stewardship of the relics were handed over to an official body on 2nd October 1847 which continues to-

date. 

 

S  After visiting the Temple of the Tooth relic, visit the other buildings of the old Royal Palace. Museum 

of the Archeology Department to the left of the Temple includes the front entrance to the old palace. 

During the British period this was the residence of the Government Agent. The District courts today 

used to be the queens quarters. The present day National Museum was once known as the “Palle Vahala” 

and used by the Kings harem and later by the princesses. The current Folk Museum was once known as 

the “Meda Vihala” used by the extended family of the king. The current Raja tusker Museum was 

formerly called the “Wadahindina Mandappe” which was used by the king as a resting and meeting 

place. 

 

L Kandy city, Kandy district. GPS 7.293 N 80.651 E 

 

 

Embekke 
H Embekke Devala was built in the 14th or 15th century, which tradition asserts, was the audience hall 

of the Gampola kings. This was later converted and dedicated to the Sinhalease war-god Kartikeya, 

better known as Kataragama Deviyo. 

S The feature that makes this devala stand out is the fact that this is one of the finest examples of wooden 

architecture in Sri Lanka. The timber used for this includes 

In the ‘Dig-ge’(drumming hall) are to be found, sculptured in the panels of the wooden pillars and on 



the beams, conventional Sinhalease designs of the swan, the double headed eagle, the woman growing 

out of the vine, bacchanalian figures in characteristic pose, a wrestling pair, dancers and soldiers, men 

and women in fluent and graceful movement. These unique carvings display the skills of the ancient 

masters and bear testimony to the craftsmanship of the school of the wood-sculptors of the period. 

 

L Can be reached from Pilimathalawa (A1), Peradeniya (A5) or Gelioya (A5). Gadaladeniya and 

Lankathilaka are also in the same area. GPS 7.2180 N, 80.5680 E. 

Lankathilaka 
 

H This temple was built on the Panhalgala rock by King Buwanekabahu IV (1341 – 1351) around 1344 

in the Gampola period. It’s architect Sathapati Rayar from South India incorporated architectural 

features of the Pollonnaruwa period as well as South India. Originally of four stories high, it now 

contains only the ground floor and an upper floor.  

 

S The long stairway cut into the rock leads up to the temple from the east which is from the ancient 

times. The other easier approach is from the west which is of more recent construction. Rock 

inscriptions are found at the premises. There are five associated minor temples (devales) dedicated to 

the Gods Upulvan, Ganapathi, Saman, Vibhishana and Kumara Bandara. Of these the Upulvan devale 

is interesting as god Upulvan is considered the protective deity of the island of Sri Lanka. Do not miss 

the Atuwa (rice store). 

 

 

L Can be reached from Pilimathalawa (A1), Peradeniya (A5) or Gelioya (A5). Gadaladeniya and 

Embekke are also in the same area. GPS 7.2343 N, 80.5650 E. 

 

Gadaladeniya 
H This historic temple is also known as the Saddarmathilika Raja Maha Vihara. In stone inscriptions it 

has also been called the Dharmakeerthi temple named after the original creator of this temple Rev 

Sheelavansa Dharmakeerthi. It was built in the reign of King Buvanekabahu IV and possibly completed 

in 1344. This temple and the Lankathilaka Viahra are the only large temples built during the Gampola 

era. Further renovations and alterations were done at the time of the Kotte king, Parakramabahu VI in 

1412. 

 

Gadaladeniya temple construction is noteworthy in many respects. It had a huge Hindu influence as at 

this time it was common for the Sinhalease kings to seek South Indian princesses as the wife. According 

to Hindu temple tradition, the main part of the temple is built using Kadugannawa gneiss rocks. The 

actual design and construction was done by a South Indian named Ganeshvaracharya. Thus the temple 

roof was made flat in the South Indian style. With regular and high rainfall common to Gampola, in 

time water retained on the roof made the plastering destroyed and soon water seeped through in to the 

temple. At a later date, brick columns and a wood and tile roof was erected over the stone building as a 

form of protection. This roof was removed by the archaeology department in 1953. 

 

S This temple is unique in that it houses a Buddhist temple and a hindu davala within the same building 

with a long axis of each at right angles to each other. The entrance steps to the temple from the north 

east are complete with Gajasinha (elephant lion) and a moon stone. At the end of this building is the 

Buddha statue made of rock and finished with paint, placed on a platform of bricks. Two smaller statues 

are on either side.  

 

On the right from the center room (north west) is the davala section. The image here was historically 

identified as that of god Upulvan. Upulvan is considered a guardian deity of Sri Lanka as well as a 

protector of Buddhism. However later this devala came to be identified with God Vishnu as it is in the 

present. Although the hindu tradition identifies Upulvan with Vishnu, stone inscriptions from 

Lankathilaka identifies Upulvan and Vishnu as two separate deities. 



 

On the roof of the main building is a small dagoba. To the south west is a long building call “digge” 

possibly constructed at a later period. Bricks and 8 granite pillars support the roof. Another structure 

called the “Vijayothpaya” is seen behind the main building. This consists of a central cube made of 

granite stones on which is a stupa. On the four sides of this are four image houses constructed from the 

same granite stone. A small sub devala is also seen nearby. 

 

Gadaladeniya temple area is complete with 8 stone inscriptions. These date from the 14th to 16th 

centuries. One of these describe the construction of the temple and others political events at the time. 

Temple paintings are also important as they depict early Kandyan style. 

 

L GPS 7.2573 N, 80.5559 E. Short distance from Pilimathalawa town (A1). Continuing in the same 

direction are Embekke and Lankathilaka.  

 

 

Aluvihare temple 
This temple is a site of great importance to Buddhist literature. The teachings of the Buddha was first 

remembered in the form of an oral tradition. About 500 years later, in the reign of King Vattagamini 

Abbhaya, at the Fourth Budhist council held by the followers of the Theravada tradition of Buddhism, 

it was decided to commit the teachings of the Buddha in the form of Pali cannon to a written down 

form. Thus thease Pali cannon were written on ola leaves by Important from as the site where the 

tripitaka was first written down. Tradition says that it was done by Ven Maharakkhitta and 500 Arahats. 

 

The temple has been an eventful site. 

 

The Aluvihare temple is situated by the side of A9, 3 km north of Matale. 

 

Adams peak 
 

 

I No other mountain in Sri Lanka draws attention as much as the Adams Peak. Its more popular name 

Sri pada is derived from the belief that on top is the footprint of Buddha which was placed on his third 

visit to the island. At 2237 m it is the fourth highest mountain in Sri Lanka. However it is probably the 

most famous one. Unlike most other high mountains in Sri Lanka, Adams Peak is conical in shape, 

rising far above the surrounding landscape. Situated in the central hills east of Ratnapura. Contrary to 

popular belief, it is not the starting point of four rivers but has drainage in to two. The north eastern 

slopes drain into Maskeli oya which is a tributary of the Kelani river and the south western slopes drain 

in to the Kalu ganga. 

 

The peak is distinctly seen from a large part of the country extending from the western coast north of 

Colombo to the southern coast. The view from the top of the peak is unparalleled. One could see the 

western coast glistening like a silver line as well as the sun rising in the east. At dawn the shadow of 

the mountain can be seen on the clouds to the west of the mountain.  

 

H It is believed that Adams peak was venerated in the pre Buddhist period, as the mountain dedicated 

to the God Saman, who is synonymously known as Sumana Saman and Maha Sumana. The early 

Sinhala name of this mountain “Samanalakanda” is probably derived from Saman. God Saman is 

identified as the patron deity of the Sabaragamuwa province, in which the western part Adams peak 

range is situated. Main devale (temple) of God Saman is in Ratnapura. 

 

According to the beliefs, the sacred footprint was discovered by King Valagambahu (104 -76 BC). How 

ever the first historical evidence of veneration of Adams peak is in the reign of King Vijayabahu, 

according to Prof Senerath Paranavithana. Many famous people have visited here since then. They 



include Marco Polo (1254 – 1324) the famed traveller, King Nissankamalla (1198 – 1206), and King 

Vimmaladharmasuriya (1592-1603). Ibn Batuta, the Moorish traveller when he visited Sri Lanka in 

1344 is known to have visited the Peak. It was the muslim traders who gave the name Adam in the hope 

that it was the noble foot of the father Adam. It was once thought by the Portuguese, that the print is 

that of St Thomas who preached in India. However there is no evidence that this saint ever visited Sri 

Lanka. 

 

S  While in the past several paths were used to climb this mountain, now there are two popular routes 

which pilgrims use. Those travelling from Maskeliya and Hatton start the climb near Dalhousie estate, 

a place known as Nallathanniya. They pass Gangulathenna, Seethagangula and Indikatupana and 

approach the steepest part of the climb. This climb is over 900 m in height. Pigrims travelling from 

Ratnapura trek from Carney Estate, a longer route, eventually joining the former route for the final and 

steepest part. 

 

Pilgrim season starts on the full moon Poya in December ends on the Vesak full moon Poya day. During 

this time the path is lit at night which forms a beautiful spectacle. 

 

On the rock on top of the peak is the foot print, which is seen as a broad indentation in the rock, of about 

172 cm long and 82 cm wide. However this print is now not exposed to the pilgrims. There are several 

buildings on the summit including the one covering the venerated print. 

 

 

North 

Nagadeepa 
 

This is a little islet off the coast of Jaffna with cultural importance. According to historical narrations, 

Buddha in his second visit to the country, visited Nagadeepa in the fifth year after enlightenment to 

settle a dispute between two kings of the Naga tribals – Chulodara and Mahodara over a jewelled throne. 

Legend has it that this throne is enshrined in the stupa at Nagadeepa. Stupa is at one end of the islet and 

at the other end is a kovil. 



Jaffna fort 

 
– the colonial powers used the capital of the ancient kingdom as their regional centre of power. From 

here they controlled the export trade of elephants, pearls, dye for the Indian cotton and other 

commodities as well as the control of the civilian population. The Portuguese built a square fort at the 

site of the present fort. This was damaged during the siege by the Dutch in 1658. The Dutch later 

demolished this fort and constructed the pentagonal fort at the same site.  

 

Each side is of 370 yards. At each angle of the pentagon is a battery. The south western battery adjacent 

to the lagoon is named Zeeland. The others are named (clockwise) Friesland along the lagoon, Utrecht 

at the northern corner, Gelderland and Holland to the east. Walls built with coral and stone found in the 

region. Each batter housed canon and steps were built along the walls to enable musket fire. 

 

During the Dutch period, the lagoon water extended right up to the fort walls. The water filled ditch 

extended around the fort, similar to what it is today. A drawbridge was used to cross this ditch and enter 

the fort. Buildings inside housed the lieutenant Governor’s quarters, barracks, warehouses and 

magazines. A Dutch Reformed church was build later with more changes in the British period. 

 

A century after the original contraction the Dutch added three outer fortifications as a fortification to 

guard the entrance road. This construction was slowed down by the shortage of stone and lime. Three 

years after the final completion, in 1795 September 28th, the Dutch contingent comprising of many 

inflicted with malaria surrendered to the British. The bulk of the Dutch force had been sent for the 

defense of the Colombo fort. As the civil servants of Jaffna were based within the fort, this structure 

was left intact during the British period unlike its counterpart in Colombo. Jaffna fort suffered its worst 

during the 30 years of civil strife ending in 2009. Steps are being taken to restore some of the damage. 

Covering an area of 22 hectares, this fort is one of the strongest fortresses in the east at the time. 

 

Hammenhiel and other forts. 

A lesser known fort stands on a rocky sandbank in the sole navigable sea channel between the islands 

of Karaitivu and Velanai. Originally built by the Portuguese, it was under siege by the Dutch in 1658. 

As the bombardment destroyed the fresh water tank, the garrison surrendered out of thirst. The Dutch 



subsequently expanded it to be of octagonal in shape and with 17 guns. It is in a good state at the present. 

The administration and defense of Jaffna was further aided by many forts including Elephant pass, Pas 

Beschutter and Pas Pyl which are similar forts east of Elephant Pass, Poonaryn which was destroyed in 

the civil war, Kayts, Delft, Mullaittivu, Point Pedro and Kankasanthurai, all of which are mere ruins 

today. 

Nallur kovil  
– Being situated within the city of Jaffna, this kovil attracts much attention. The original temple may 

have been built in 948. Later another temple was built at site by Puvenaya Vaku during the time of King 

Kalinga Magha of Jaffna. The third temple was built at the time of King Buveneka Bahu (1450-1467 

AD). These buildings were destroyed by the Portuguese after putting down the forces of the Jaffna king 

in 1620. The present buildings were begun in 1749 onwards during the Dutch period. These are possibly 

located at a different site to the original kovil. There have been many alterations and expansions since. 

 

The main entrance is to the east. It has the five storey Gopuram. A new 100 foot Gopuram was unveiled 

in 2011 on the southern side of the kovil. The inner courtyard has shrines for Lords Ganesh, Vairavar, 

sun and Sandana Gopala. There are many festivals celebrated at this kovil. The chariot festival carrying 

the statue of God Murugan is one of the most popular and attracts large number of devotees. 

 

Not far from the Nallur kovil is an old archway named Sangili Topu. The arch bears the name King 

Sangili 1519. There are many theories as to the origin of this arch. One consideres it the entrance to the 

palace of King Sangili II. Others consider it the entrance to the nearby Yamunari pond or the residence 

of a famoue Tamil mudliar of the Dutch period Poothathamby. 

Keerimalai Naguleshwaran Sivan kovil, hot pools and and Dambakola 
patuna- 
 

Travelling north on the Jaffna Kankasanthurai road, turn left (west) at Maviddapuralm to arrive at 

Keerimalai. Even during the pre-Prince Vijaya period, Naguleshwaram was believed to be one of the 

five iswarams of Siva (Pancha Iswarams) which claimed much adoration in India. Its name is derived 

from a sage Nagulamuni who is recorded as having meditated in a nearby cave. The epics Mahabaratha 

and Ramayana also relate to this ancient kovil. 

 

The original buildings were destroyed in 1621 by the Portuguese forces. In 1878, a restoration campaign 

was begun with a consecration 17 years later, only for a accidental fire destruction in 1918. Since then 

the kovil has been restored. Some of the old ruins are still seen with beautiful sculpture. Kovil contains 

the largest Sivalingam in the country. 

 

Within walking distance from the kovil, by the sea is the hot springs pools. There are separate bathing 

pools for males and females. Legend has it that the water here is of therapeutic value. It is thought the 

water heated by geothermal features runs through rocks that impart special chemical properties to the 

water that may have curative effects. 

 

Dambakola patuna or Jambukola is a site of an ancient port. Historical narration records it as the site 

where Sangamitta their, the niece of King Asoka, landed in Sri Lanka, bearing the Bo sapling which 

was eventually planted in Anuradhapura. It was received with much ritual by King Devanampiyatissa. 

How-ever, historians are still uncertain as to the exact location of the Joambukola port. There are no 

historically important ruins or artifacts present at the site. The Sammudda vihara which history records 

as being built to commemorate the event has been totally lost over time. All buildings and the Bo tree 

at the present day site are recent works. 

 

Maviddapuram Kandaswami kovil 
– to reach Travelling north on the Jaffna Kankasanthurai road. Alegend states that a Pandyan princess 

named Maruthapura Veeravalli, the daughter of Thissai Ukkira Cholan was cured of her congenitally 



abnormal horse like facial features by bathing in the ponds at Keerimalai. As a fulfillment of a vow and 

she had the kovil build at Maviddapuram. In fact its very name is derived from the legend as “ma” refers 

to the horse and ‘vidda’ refers to remove. 

 

Much of the kovil was destroyed by the Portuguese and rebuilt after 1782. The imposing entrance tower 

adjacent to the road depicts events in the history of the temple. The inner temple was built with granite.  

 

Mannar fort 
 

 

Wayamba 

 

Munneswaram kovil  
 

The name is probably derived from ii being an iswaram or Shivan temple of the Munivars. Thus it is 

one of the five pancha iswarams associated with ancient ports. Many legends are associated with this 

kovil. In the epic Ramayana, it is said that Sri Rama Bhagavan found solace here returning from battle. 

Although the buildings were renovated and maintained periodically from the time of Vijaya, it was 

demolished by the Portuguese in 1578. It was restored in 1753 and underwent many renovations and 

improvements over time. The kovil is complete with Sivalingam, shrines for different deities and objects 

of worship. Annual festival lasts 27 days in August – September, terminating with the water cutting 

ceremony in the Deduru Oya. 

 

Munneshwaram kovil situated close to Chilaw is 46 km away and takes just over an hour to get there. 

It is an important regional Hindu temple complex in existence at least since 1000 CE and considered 

one of the ancient Pancha Ishwarams dedicated to Shiva in the region. 

 

Kalpitiya.  
 

The town of Puttalam was controlled by the Kandyan kings during the Portuguese period. During this 

time the port of Puttalam was important for trade between India and the Kandayn kingdom as the more 

southward ports were under Portuguese control. An 

unfortified Portuguese settlement complete with a 

Jesuit church existed at the site of the present day 

fort during this time. 

After the fall of the Portuguese fort in Jaffna to the 

Dutch in 1658, the latter fortified the church in 

Kalpitiya. In 1667 the Dutch built the fort as it 

stands today enclosing the old church. For the next 

hundred years the Dutch exerted pressure on the 

Kandyan kings by controlling the traffic in and out 

of the Puttlam port. The Dutch was with Kandyan 

kings between 1760-6 resulted in the Dutch taking 

over the Puttalam area. In November of 1795 the 

dutch garrision was send to Colombo to defend the 

fort there. During this time when the British troops 

arrived at Kalpitiya by ship, the fort was surrendered 

by the Dutch. The British military controlled the fort 

until 1859. 

The fort it self is rectangular in shape, 350 ft long 

with four bastions at the corners. The entrance faces 



east and the lagoon and guarded by a bastion in the center of the east wall. This east wall is much thinner 

compared to the other better defended walls as any attack was expected from the land side. There were 

three magazines built within the bastions. Ruined remains of the old warehouses and parts of the 

Portuguese church are evident today. Occupation of the Kalpitiya Fort by the SL navy has contributed 

to the recent preservation and part restoration of this historical heritage. 

 

Panduwasnuwara 
 

Panduwasnuwara, ancient capital city of Sri Lanka is 33 km away and reachable in 50 minutes. The 

archeological site of 20 hectares contain the ruins of the city founded by king Parakramabahu the great 

when he was the sub king of the territory in the 12th Century. Among the ruins are a palace, monasteries, 

image houses, dagobas and monks' living quarters, carved pillars, guard stones, and other ancient 

constructions. The remains of the palace is bounded with moat and a brick rampart and the ground plan 

of the palace is similar to the palace of king Parakramabahu of Polonnaruwa.  

 

Panduwasnuwara is erroneously identified by the locals as the ancient capital of 

king Panduwasadeva who ruled the country in 504 BC to 474 BC. There are no any archaeological 

evidence to prove it. 

 

Dambadeniya 
 

Dambadeniya  rulers– Vijayabahu III – 1222-1226, expels Tamil invaders from Maya rata and moves 

capital to Dambadeniya. His son Panditha Parakramabahu II – 1222-1257 succeeds and causes King 

Magha and the Tamil invaders to withdraw from the country. Reigned over whole country for 35 years. 

His son Vijayabahu IV – 1257-1259 rules until murdered by his general Mitta who in turn is killed by 

a loyal officer Thakuraka. 

 

Dambadeniya, is 22 km away and reachable in about 35 minutes. It was an ancient capital city of Sri 

Lanka and its kings reigned from 1220–1345. On the summit of the Dambadeniya rock, the kings built 

fortifications and sturdy walls and gates. The city was made secure by a moat, a marsh and ramparts 

around the royal palace. Among the ruins of the remaining palace grounds, the foundations are still 

visible. Excavations have uncovered remains of the temple of the Relic of the tooth of the Buddha, the 

Royal Palace, gardens, moats, and city walls.  

 

Yapahuwa 
 

Yapahuwa  rulers– Buvanekabahu I – 1259-1270 who becomes king following the death of Vijayabahu 

IV shifts the capital to Yapahuwa. He builds a Temple of the tooth relic and a royal palace there. Upon 

his death Yapahuwa was captured by Tamil invaders led by Chandra Bhanu from Jaffna. With the help 

of Pandyan emporer Kulasekara, Parakramabahu III – 1270-1275 was installed as king at Pollonnaruwa. 

During this time Yapahuwa was captured by a Pandyan army led by Chakravati who took away the 

tooth relics, which the king succeeded in bringing back. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panduvasdeva_of_Upatissa_Nuwara


Negombo fort 

 
The Portuguese, while a colonial master of the costal strip of Sri Lanka (Ceylon) constructed this 

fortress in Negombo in the year 1600. In 1644 the Dutch captured it from the Portuguese. There after 

the Dutch developed the fortress according to their own requirements. In 1678 the Dutch converted the 

big fortress made by the Portuguese into a smaller one and brought it to its present position. The fort 

has traditional characteristics of a typical Dutch fortress with a bastion and two entrances. In addition 

it had a special store to keep cinnamon.o enlarge) 

In the year 1796 the English took over the Negombo fortress from the Dutch as a part of the colony 

transfer. They demolished buildings in the fort and constructed a prison instead. As a result only the 

main entrance of the fort constructed by the Dutch in 1678 and a small potion of the wall on either side 

can be seen today. Apart from these the old clock tower, old ammunition store are items of interest. An 

old Bo tree seen in the vicinity is, according to folklore, said to be from a sapling from the venerated 

Anuradhapura Sri Maha Bodi and planted during the reign of King Valagamba. (Source – World wide 

creation development center) 

The Negombo fort can be accessed by vehicle and public, although the interior is the property of the 

Prisons department. 

 

 

Polonnaruwa  

Inner city  
Situated at the southern end of the old city of Pollonnaruwa, it is surrounded by a wall and at places 

water. The entrance is from the north. The palace of Koing Parakramabahu which is to the right of the 

entrance is said to have been of a thousand rooms and of secen stories. Only the central part of the 

building consisting of thick brick walls on a square of 150 feet in length remains. The outer wooden 

structures have long disappeared. This building was known as “Vaijyantha Prasada” in the ancient 

times. 

 

To the east of this building is the Audience hall of King Parakramabahu. The original building may 

have been altered later. Many items such as the decorative wall, guard stones and moonstone are well 

preserved. 



 

Further east and down a flight of steps of the moat wall is the Kumara Pokuna. This pond was supplied 

by water from the Parakrama Samudra in the ancient days. It was then called “Shilapokkharani”. 

Dalada maluwa – Pollonnaruwa, includes Sathmahal Prasada, Vatadage, 
Hetadage, Atadage and Thuparama. 
North of the inner city gate, on a raised square area are a complex of buildings popularly known as the 

Dalada maluwa. This was propably extended southwards for the construction of the Thuparama.  

The name Dalada Maluwa being derived from the fact that the building named Atadage was used to 

house the tooth relic of the Buddha (Dalada) from the time of King Vajayabahu. This building was 

constructed by Devasenapathy under the direction of King Viajayabahu. 

The next building named Hatadage was multistoried and was constructed by king Nissankamalla and 

was used to house the tooth relic at that time. The wooden upper stories no longer exist. 

Vatadage is the next building which consist of three levels. The upper most contains a dagoba. While 

the entrance is from the north, four starways lead to the upper level with a stature of the seated Buddha 

facing it. Three concentric circles of stone pillars suggest that a roof existed in the ancient time covering 

the dagoba. While most of the construction is attributed to King Nissankamalla, the central part may 

date to a prior period and author.  

Sathmahal prsasada was originally thought to have been of seven stories in height and hence it name. 

only the central part built of brick stands today. The outer wooden structure exists no more.  

Very close this building is a stone inscription of 26 ft and 10 in in length which in fact is the longest in 

Sri Lanka. It is considred the work of King Nissankamalla. 

On the south westeren coner of this complex stands a brick domed building now called Thuparama. (do 

not confuse with Thuparama in Anuradhapura). Its old names, its construction and author are unclear 

from the available evidence. The insede is adhorned with several statures of the Buddha in different 

positions. 

Pabalu vihara 
Turning east from the road between Dalada maluwa and Rankoth viahra, the road leadPollonnaruwa. 

Its design is different to the other dagobas in that the rings are large compared to the dome. The upper 

parts of the dagoba is missing. There is no basal platform that is apparent. Surrounding the dagoba are 

six buildings housing stature of the Buddha. 

 
 

Rankoth Viahra 
This is the largest dagoba in Pollonnaruwa and the fourth largest in Sri Lanka after the three large 

dagobas in Anuradhapura. It is situated north of the Daladamaluwa and south of the Alahana Pirivena 

compmex. It is of 180 feet in height and 550 feet in circumference. Stone inscription evidence is of this 

is a work of Nissankamalla. Till the 1960s this dagoba was covered by forest when it was cleared and 

restored. Surrounding the dagoba are several structures containing Buddha statures. 

 



 

Alahana pirivena complex includes Lankathilaka, Baddaseemaprasada  and 
Kirivehera 
This is a complex of buildings which are the creations of King Parakramabahu. It is situated north of 

Ramnkoth Viahra and south of the Galviahara. Its name is derived form the adjacent cremation 

(=adahana) field. The virivena complex includes several building which were residences of the bikkhus 

and well as buildings housing Buddha statues. The Baddaseemaprasada is the building which was used 

for formal activities of the Bikkhus who resided here. 

 

Lankathilaka is a brick building 176 ft in length and 66 in width. Although the domed roof is no more, 

the building still stands 55 ft in height. Originally built by King Parakramabahu and later renovated by 

King Vijayabahu IV. Inside the building stands a Buddha statue made of brick. The upper parts 

including the head is missing. 

North of the Lankathilaka is the Kirivehera. This dagoba is of 95 ft in height and 280 ft in circumference. 

It is thought to be a creation of Queen Subaddawan, a wife of King Parakramabahu. This dagoba is one 

of the best preserved of the ancient dagobas of Sri Lanka. 

 

Galvihara 
Formally known by the name of Uttararama, it is situated north of the Alahana Pirivena complex. A 

creation of King Parakramabahu. The vihara consists of a large long stone. The central part has been 

carved out to leave a relief of a vihara building with a seated Buddha statue in it. To the left of it is 

carved a large starue of the seated budha. To the right of the central part are statues of the Buddha 

standing and reclining. The latter is the largest of the three. In the ancient times all three statues were 

covered by a vihara building made of wood which no longer exists. 

Thivankapilimageya and Nelum pokuna 
From the western side of the Galviahar there is a road that leads north to the Thivankapilimageya. On 

the way is a stone pond which is made so that the water which fills it takes the shape of a Nelum flower 

and hance the name of the pond. It seems that at one time it was covered by a building. 

 

Thivankapilimageya is a large brick building. It houses a standing Buddha statue. The upper part and 

the arms are messing. The walls show paintings which are invaluable. This building is being restored 

with brick dome roof and restoration of the walls. Size? Creator? 

Pothgul vehera and the statue 
South of the old city and adjacent to the souther end of the bund of the Prakrama Samudra stands a 

circula building with a base circumference of 157 feet. Its brick domed roof is mostly  absent. It is built 

on a square platform with four small dagobas at the corners. The steps and gateway is from the east. 

There is evidence that is vihara is the work of Chandrawathy, the second wife of King Parakrmabahu. 

 

North of the vihara is a stature carved out of rock. Of 11 ft and 6 in in height it depicts a man standing 

holding an object in both hands. The most popular belief is that the statue is of King Parakramabahu. 

The other common belief is that this is that of a sage, Kapila, . No other evidence has been found to 

date to confirm the indentity of the person nor of the author.  

 

 

 

 

Medirigiriya 
Travel off Minneriya & Hingurakkgoda 

 



Somawathiya 
 

H It is believed that Somavathiya was constructed by sub king Giri Abaya who married princess Soma 

(Soma devi), the daughter of King Kavantissa who ruled the Ruhuna kingdom in the South. Having 

established a city nearby, it is said that Abaya built the temple complex for the wife to worship, and 

named it in the honor of his wife. This would have been in the early Anuradhapura period of 2nd century 

BC, during the 40 year reign of the Hindu king from South India, Elara who ruled the Raja rata kingdom 

from Anuradhapura. The traditional border between the two kingdoms of Raja rata and Ruhuna was 

accepted as the Mahaweli river. A Dennis N Fernando, a famed scientist believed that the Mahaweli 

river flowed west of the Somawathiya at the time of construction, placing it in the north western edge 

of the Ruhunu kingdom  rather than east of the Somawathiya as it is currently. This change occurred 

due to a geological event probably in the 13th century. At the time of construction, a canine tooth relic 

of the Buddha was enshrined in it.     

  

S ssRock, river,  

Sorrounding national park and wildlife. 

 

L  GPS 8.1209 N, 81.1689 E. Somawathiya is situated on the west bank of Mahaweli river, north of 

Polonnaruwa within the Flood Plains National Park. Can be reached by turning north from the A11 

close to the Polonnaruwa hospital and travelling 38 km. It can be accessed from Minneriya too where 

the road joins up with road mentioned above. 

 

South 



Galle Fort 
A sinhalese settlement existed on the peninsular of land that extends south towards the sea at Galle. 

With the arrival of the Portuguese this area became a town. Portuguese in turn built a wall with three 

bastions across the neck of the peninsular. In 1640 the Dutch travelled south from their bases on the 

east coast and attacked the Portuguese defended Galle and later took over. Having expanded the 

defensive walls and bastions, Galle acted as the Dutch seat of government until the capture of Colombo 

in 1656. The central bastion on the north wall, known as the Moon Bastion was expanded to become 

the largest single gun bastion in Sri Lanka. Between 1726 and 1729, the defensive works along the sea 

encircling the town was completed. The Dutch Fort at Galle was supplemented by forts at Matara and 

Bentota as well as small defensive building at Tangalle, Hambantota, Katuwana, Akuressa and 

Hakmana. 

 

One week after signing of a treaty with the Dutch and the capitulation of Colombo, British troops 

entered the fort on 23rd of February 1796 and accepted the surrender of the Dutch troops in the fort 

parade ground. After the British take over few changes were made to the fort. The water outside the 

main front was drained. A new main entrance was built in the north wall, which now faces the cricket 

ground. Until this entrance was made, the main entrance to the fort was the entrance through the eastern 

wall, the old Dutch warehouses, which now houses the museum. Other than the Moon bastian on the 

center of the north wall and the smaller Star bastian to the west and Sun bastion to the east, the other 

defensive structure were named (clockwise from the east) Zwart, Akersloot, Aurora, Utrecht, Flagrock, 

Triton, Neptune, Clippenburg, and Aeolus (in the west). The clock tower was erected at the site of the 

old town belfry to commemorate the Jubilee of Queen Victoria. 

 

The walls and the bastions of this fort are notable for its height and depth. While the moon bastion 

housed the main magazine, the star bastion was used a dueling ground of British officers, the last duel 

being recorded in 1810. While the fort of Colombo was demolished in later 19th century, fort of Galle 

remained well preserved. In 1988, the fort was declared as a UNESCO world heritage site. More recent 

restorations of the buildings and streets have preserved much of the old Dutch styles 

Matara Fort 
This town was used a troop concentration point by the Portugease. It was an important town during the 

Dutch period as it was a centre for the Cinnamon and Elephant trade as well as a gem cutting centre. 

The fortifications at Matara was the base for the smaller inland forts at Katuwana, Akuress and 

Hakmana. Matara is unusal for being a Dutch fortified town to fall to the Kandyans in 1761. 

 

The Dutch fortifications in Matara are in two parts. What is known as the Town Rampart is a wall of 

720 feet which includes a central projection and a projection at each end. A gateway is present on the 

right (north) section. This fortification cuts off a strip of land which lies between the Nilwala river and 

the sea. The old Dutch town was situated in this strip. This was built sometime after 1717. Much of this 

fortification is intact except the Southern end which has been demolished to construct an additional road 

in more recent times. 

 

The second fortification is known as the Star Fort and is situated on the mainland side of the Nilwala 

river (rather than the peninsular strip). This as by the side of the main A2 road. Construction was started 

during the 1761-1766 war and soon after regaining the Town from the Kandyans. Construction may 

have been completed in 1763 as written on the gateway to the fort. As the name implied the fort is  in 

the shape of a 6 pointed star with external ditch and retaining walls. The old barrack buildings are now 

a Museum with the old well in the center of the fort. This fort was the last major fortification build by 

the Dutch East India Company. 

 



Devinuwara –  
known historically in Tamil as Tevanthurai or Tenavaram, and in English in later times as the 

Dondra head. It is the southern most point of Sri Lanka. It is the location of Thondeshwaran 

kovil which is considered one of the five pancha iswarams associated with ancient ports which 

are dedicated to Lord Shiva. The ancient port here was known as Mantota. The kovil complex 

was maintained with the help of the contemporary rulers as well as the populace. The names 

of Parakramabahu II (1236-1270) and Parakramabahu IV (1303 – 1326)of Dambadeniya, 

Bhuvanekabahu VII of Kotte,Alagakkonara of Raigama, and Vijayabahu VII are mentioned in 

this regard.  It is recorded that the famous traveller Ibn Battuta visited here in the 14th century. 

At its height of patronage the complex boasted fine architectural elements of Dravidian Pallawa 

style. These building were destroyed in 1588 by Portuguese under Thome De Souza. Many 

artifacts from the ancient temple have been found. The restored buildings are of a different 

style. Some of the pillars found today may be of the last Vishnu temple. Currently worshipped 

deities include a deity known as Upulvan. Gadaladeniya temple too has a shrine for this deity. 

 
 

Uva 

Deegavapi 
Site where lord Buddha visited and meditated. Much is in ruins now. Built by King Saddhatissa. 

 

About 20 km from Ampara 

 

Buduruwagala 

 
This was the site of main religious activity and an important monastery during the Ruhuna kingdom. It 

is situated south of Wellawaya on A2 and accessed on a road past an ancient tank. The archeology 

department completed a major restoration and rehabilitation of this area from 1968 onwards. The main 

feature is a set of seven figures that are seen carved on the rock. It is noteworthy that these sculptures 

are some of the few that bear influence of the Mahayana tradition. They are thought to be from the 8th -



10th century AD period. A bronze image of the Bodisattva found at Buduruvagala is now displayed at 

the Colombo mudeum. 

 

The central figure is that of the Buddha and is of 16 m in height, much taller than the figures on either 

side. Scholars identify this representation in the abhaya mudra as either the Dipankara Buddha or the 

Amithabha Buddha based on features on the carving. There is evidence that the surface of the sculpture 

was finished with painting methods. A canopy may have existed above this as evidenced by the square 

holes carved on the rock.  

 

To the left of the Buddha are a set of three figures. The central of this set is Avalokiteshvara, an 

important Mahayana divinity. The standing image is of 7.2 m in height. The image in the kataka hasta 

mudra is completed in stucco. The figure on the right of Avalokitesvara is thought to be the female 

image of Tara, his consort. Of 6 m in height it is in the tribhanga posture. The 6.5 m figure on the left 

of Avalokesvara is thought to be of Sudhana Kumara. 

 

To the right of the Budha are another set of three figures. In the center of this set is a male figure of 7.3 

m in height, expressing the kataka hastha mudra. Its is thought to be the image of either the Maitreya 

Bodisattva or the Vajirapani Bodisattva. Some consider the 6.4 m image in the left of this set as that of 

Vajirapani Bodisattva. The 6.4 m image on the right of this set is thought to be of Mannju Sri Bodisattva 

although many doubt this identification. 

 

Maligawila 
This is thought to be the ruins of an ancient monastery named Ariyakari Vihara mentioned in the 

Chulavamsa. Originally the complex may have spanned a large area of 400 acres. It is situated south of 

Kumbukkana, east of Buttala. Maligawila can be reached by travelling 12 km south after turning off the 

A4 at Kumbukkana.  

 

The complex includes several Buddha images and is surrounded by a wall and a ditch. In later time it 

lay neglected and claimed by the forest until the 1950s. At this time the statues laid fallen and in pieces 

and the area frequented by elephants. During 1989-91 restoration was undertaken with the resulting 

erection of the statues.  

 

The largest statue is of 10.5 m in height and 3 m wide, carved from crystalline limestone. It is the largest 

freestanding statue in the country. The creator of this statue is not known with certainty but attributed 

to the 7th and 8th centuries. It is thought to be a part of the hospital for the blind and sick, constructed by 

King Aggabodhi IV during his 16 year reign 654-670 AD. The statue is in the Samabhanga posture and 

displays the Abhaya Mudra. Evidence points to a ruined image house with a vaulted stone roof. The 

moonstone at the entrance is considered unique. All statues are thought to have been quarried and carved 

elsewhere and transported and erected by King Agbo IV here. 



Dambegoda statue 
 

Situated few hundred meters from 

the Maligawila complex. This is 

thought to be of Avalokitesvara 

Bodhisattva which too is carved 

from limestone. Dambegoda is a 

large complex close to the 

Maligawila statue. Its most 

attractive feature being the statue 

situated on an elevated site. It is 

thought to be constructed. The 

ground includes several small 

areas complete with pillars of 

ruined buildings and guard 

stones. There is a stone pillar 

with an inscription done by King 

Mahinda IV (956-972 AD). 

 

The statue itself had been 

damaged over the years during 

periods of strife and neglect and 

was lying in pieces. It was 

restored and er-erected to its past 

grandier by the Department of 

Archeology in 1990. The statue 

is constructed out of crystalline 

limestone, a material in common 

with the Maligawila staute. It is 

of 10 m in height. 

 

The staute has been described as 

that of a Avalokitesvara Bodhisatva in a posture of “samabhanga” and the hands expressing the 

“katakahasta mudra”. Parts of the fingers are missing. Impressing garments and jewellerary have been 

carved on to the image. The statue is placed on a multi tiered platform. There is evidence of a canopy 

in its original form. A modern cover is erected to protect the statue. 

 

Worshipping the Avalokitesvara Bodhisatva is a practice associated with Mahayana form of Buddhism. 

This was popular during the latter part of the Anuradhapura period. 

 



Galabedda 

 
is situated east of Monaragala on the Pothuwil road. Historically is was called Udundora or 

Uddhanadvara in the 12th century. Udundora was the capital of Ruhuna kingdom during the reign of 

Queen Sugala as well as several other regional monarchs. Sugala was the aunt of King Parakramabahu 

I as well as the mother of his wife Lilavati. She is famed for having procession of the sacred tooth relics 

for which King Parakramabahu waged a bitter war lasting 3 years ending with the capture of Queen 

Sugala and the relics before he could reunite Sri Lanka.  

 

Most prominent feature of Galabedda ruins, the remains of Queen Sugala’s palace complex, which has 

been excavated, is the pond. This is a square pond with rectangular extensions on each side. Water pours 

in through four gargoyle mouths. On the outer brick work shows socketed stones which bear evidence 

of a roofed structure surrounding the pond.  


